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North West SCA - far too precious to plunder - NRC draft report fails
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I strongly object to the the NRC report:
"Active and adaptive management of cypress forests in the Brigalow and Nandewar State Conservation Areas"
I also strongly object to the recommendations
The draft report makes the following key recommendations:
Implement active management such as ecological thinning and targeted grazing in combination with controlled burning and pest control in the State Conservation Areas, to maintain
and improve environmental outcomes.
Where appropriate, seek cost recovery and cost sharing opportunities to off-set management costs and deliver benefits to local industries and communities.

The draft report provides no substantive supportive scientific evidence that the proposal to log the gazetted
SCAs could benefit the ecosystems currently protected in their various stages of recovery and providing
irreplaceable habitat for biodiversity in an overcleared landscape.
Any "ecological thinning" trials must be done in existing production forests. There is absolutely no reason
whatsoever to make any moves towards restorative adaptive management forestry in the existing
conservation reserves. From an environmental point of view, it is outrageous to even suggest it. It is a
blatant resource exploitation proposal.

It is clear that the logging, regardless of what it is called, is not consistent with the principles of ecologically
sustainable development. The precautionary principle is not upheld with this proposal. This is clearly
acknowledged in this following extract from Table 8 in the draft report

The necessary condition for adaptive management of proceeding if risk of irreversible damage is low is very
relevant (tick) BUT this condition has not been met ! At first blush the tick in the table is misleading. Adaptive
management involving impact over many hectares just cannot be accommodated.
The risk of irreversible damage is high. The ecosystem restoration process that these precious remnants of
woodland and forests in the overcleared agricultural landscapes are already undergoing is a time consuming
process in the climate and conditions of the North West. The habitat values of the State Conservation Areas
Also it would be an arrogance, to say the least, to assume that there is high controllability of the 'intervention'
- the uncertain future of climate change and extreme events occurring more frequently is our bottom line.
The chance of droughts and flooding rains, fires and locusts, unknown stochastic events is high.
The NRC appears presumptous. It is unclear just how much targetted consultation with the appropriate
expertise has occurred, and what the capacity that OEH would actually have, let alone what actual potential
really exists for universities and research institutions to be involved. Again I think the tick below is
misleading. I am relieved that at least there is an admitted question mark regarding stakeholder support.

Any attempt to change legislation to enable this proposal would invite community uproar.
I ask the NRC to grapple with the fact that Natural Resources and Ecological Sustainable Development are
irrevocably intertwined.
Leave the State Conservation Areas alone, logging them does not conserve biodiversity and it is not fair to
our future generations either.
Furthermore, NRC, the people of NSW will not accept the logging of native forest as fuel for a furnace to
produce electricity - it is double double speak to try to sell the idea of 'ecological thinning' for 'renewable
energy production'. It is destined to fail.
Yours sincerely,
Marg Mclean
FalBrook Wildlife Refuge

